A 5 


FUNERAL SE RMO N, 


- 


OCCASIONED BY THER ; 


MUCH LAMENTED DEATH 


O F 


THE REVO. SAMUEL WOOD, D.D; 


FF 


[ Price One Shilling. ] | 


8 
* 


* 
4.4 


EAI I GIS rr ET os es e 


OCCASIONED BY THE 


MUCH LAMENTED DEATH 
O F 
THE REV. SAMUEL WOOD, D. D. 


W,HO DIED NOVEMBER 2, 1767, 


IN THE 5jth YEAR OF HIS AGE, 


PREACHED AT NORWICH, 


NOVEMBER 8. 


WITH 


* 
& 
; . 
* * 1 
- 
* 


ik AN OR AT ION 


DELIVERED AT THE INTERME N. 


BY THOMAS HOWE: 


PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHURCHg 


LONDON: 
Printed for E. and C. DIL Ly, in the Poultry. 


M.DCC.LXVIIL. 


— 
1 


10 THE | 


CHU Rn OF counter, 


1 i 
AF" NORWICH, ** 


1 ite 4 7 


\ LATELY ni THE, PASTORAL CARB 


© * a, | 7 < = 
Ly 3 G7 % ”4y Wi" 5 141 BEE 1 4 Z 
. 2 10 0 . : — en 


134 \ 

1 % * On . 9 po _ — Sg n . * 
F , " 4 F N + v g , 4 
” * "_ — „ _ 

REVERE ND. D OCTOR WOOD. 
10 / : ; . 1 x # ® + +$- We 2 

" 144 * 4 win ' : 

© * * 

"©. * ? l 
of , of? way * + Sa 410 


\ . 


# e 1 8 Meter 2 
BRU 6,59 
Tm” f 
211 311423 
* — 
Fer 
7 t 5 Ir 


the Ne dle 5 — — 


9 9 ITC 


had choſen to preach the fertnqh « on 
the ſolemn occaſion of your late 


Paſtor's death, may juſtly be con- 
ſider d as an addition to your obs 


* The Rev. Mr. Walk a. 


Boe 
and, perhaps, to the loſs of the pub- 
lic. And though you were ſo can- 
did as to make all the allowances I 
could deſire, for the diſadvantages 
under which T'appear'd among you, 
it cannot be imagin'd but thoſe diſ- 
advantages were ſenſibly felt by you, 


as well as by me. Indeed nothing 


but the grateful ſenſe of many great 
obligations I was under to the Doctor, 
and the veneration I have for his 
memory, could have prevail d on 
me to engage i in the ſervice, upon 
che preparation of only a few hours 


on the Lord' day morning. | And 
though 1 now yield to your requeſt | 
in publiſting what was then de- 
liver'd, it is not for the World, but, 
for You. The Doctor's uſefulneſs 
was indeed ſo extenſive, and ſo many 


Lug 


ſuffer 


( ww} 
ſuffer by his death, that the public 
may well claim an intereſt in what 
is ſaid of him. I therefore ſincerely 
regret it, that there was no oppor- 
tunity of engaging a perſon who 
might have done | juſtice to his me- 
mory, and have better edified you 
and the world by the improvement 
of his death. But, the will of God 
be done! who wiſely appoints both 
our trials and our ſervices in life. 
You will find, here and there, a few. 
words, or a ſentence added to fill 
up the chaſms, and eaſe the abrupt 
tranſitions that were the conſequence 


of haſte. 


Lou have the beſt wiſhes of my 


heart for your peace and proſperity, 
and 


.F viii 
and your happy ſettlement waa 4 


miniſter who, by the bleſſing of 
God, ſhall heal all this breach. 


I am, Brethren, in ſincere ſym- 
pathy, and every office of chriſtian 


| 8%. DJ 
lov oY = = 


| Gee 
Your affectionate F riend, 


And oblig'd Servant, f 


Varmouth, 
Nov. 20, 1767. 


Tous Howe, 


H E B. XI. 4. 
—— AND BY Ir, HE BEING DEAD, 
YET SPEAKETH. 


T is an important Maxim, well known, 

and frequently repeated, EXAMPLE 18 
MORE THAN PRECEPT ; and there is no 
caſe, in which the application of it is more 
juſt and natural, than to the public miniſters, 
of religion, the preachers of righteouſneſs. 
Our Lord himſelf has taught us, to judge 
of teachers by their fruits; and, there- 
fore, gave it in charge to. his apoſtles, not 
only to © teach all things whatſoever he 
commanded,” but that by their example, 
« their light ſhould ſo ſhine before men,” 


that they m be led thereby to glorify 
God, 8 


B Happy 


12 

Happy the people, happy the churches, 
whole paſtors, not only “ feed them with 
knowledge” by their public inſtructions, 
but, formed after God's own heart, go be- 
fore them in all the virtues of the chriſtian 
life, and are examples to believers, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity.” 

Thus happy You my brethren lately 
were; thus happy you long had been: 
Your loſs; therefore, in THE DEATH. OF 
YOUR VALUABLE PASTOR, is the greater; 
and I ſee you juſtly lament it. I intend 
not, nor indeed am able, to deſcribe your 
loſs, and I would by no means aggravate 
your grief; but I ſhould think myſelf hap- 
py, if, by the bleſſing of God, I might, in 
any meaſure, aſſiſt yon, in the improve- 
ment of it. With this view, the words 
juſt now read are recommended to you, as 
what will naturally bring to your remem- 
. brance, the things you have heard and ſeen 
in your worthy Paſtor, which, if you fo 
remember as to * do thei the God of 
Peace will be with you.” Artie 

The words, you ſee, are ſpoken of ABEL, 
who, © by faith offered to God a more ac- 


ceptable facrifice than Cain, by which he 
„ obtained 


E +3 


obtained witneſs that he was righteous, 
God teſtifying of his gifts, and by it,” 1. e. 
by his faith, or by his facrifice, the ex- 

preſſion and fruit of his faith, „he, 
an eminent example of faith and ney 
neſs, though dead, yet ſpeaketh ;” or, as 
theſe laſt words are render'd in the margin 
of your Bibles, © is yet ſpoken of.” The 
original will equally admit either of theſe 
tranſlations: The firft exprefles the in- 
ſtruction his example - affords, and the re- 
commendation it gives to the ways of God; 
the latter implies the veneration with which 
the memory of ſuch an example was pre- 
ſerved. in the church of God, through ſuc- 
ceſſive generations: Not only honoured in 
the ſacred hiſtory, but frequently ſpoken 
of by the ITY with .great admiration and 
eſteem. ; 5 | 
This is a tribute which 10900 his me- 
mory well deſerves, as a MARTYR to the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs. His un- 
happy brother, hating his virtues, perhaps, 
deſpiſing his faith, and envying him the 
honour of the divine Teſtimonial, imbru'd 
his hands in his blood: He died for his 
Faith; His death, therefore, as well as his 
B 2 life, 
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life, is honourable with poſterity, and though 


awful, incouraging to faith and godlineſs. 

It is not indeed to our preſent purpoſe to 
conſider him as a Martyr, but his death, 
in a more general view, as that of a G00 
MAN, eminent for piety, and conſider'd in 


connection with his character, was a very 


inſtructive diſpenſation of providence. We 
might therefore, from hence, take a juſt 
occaſion to obſerve— that, when perſons of 
eminent character and uſefulneſs are re- 
moved from our world, there is a voice, a 
language in their death, that is full of im- 
portant inſtruction — that, the memory of 
ſuch valuable characters well deſerves, to be 
preſerved with honour, after their death — 
and that, the great end for which the re- 
membrance of them, 1s thus preſerved and 
honoured, is, to exhibit their characters, for 
imitation. 

But as I may well ſuppoſe. that your 


minds are too much poſſeſſed by THE PRE- 


SENT PAINFUL PROVIDENCE, to admit 
of general ſentiments, however important, 
with advantage ; I ſhall conſider the words 
with particular application to the preſent 
occaſion, and would | 
I. Repreſent 


131 | 

I. Repreſent the language of this afflic+ 

tive event, the death of that great and 
uſeful man, n. valuable e 


; 1 U.. Remin 4 you, of your duty i in pre- F 
bring the remembrance of him. 


III. Give you ſome general view of his uſe- 
ful miniſtry and converſation among 
you, * by which, though dead, he 

yet ſpeaketh to you.” And 


IV. In the cloſe, Enforce and recom- 
mend the improvement of this ex- 
ample, by the preſent providence. 


If 1 lay theſe things before you, with 
| great plainneſs and freedom, you will ex- 
cuſe me, as I have neither time, nor heart, 
on ſuch an occaſion, to conſult the forms 
of addreſs or the elegancies of ſtyle. Con- 
cerned therefore only for improvement, 
let me 


I. Repreſent the language of this afflic- 
tive event, the death of that great and 
uſeful man, your valuable Fade. 


« Being dead HE ſpeaks.” His death 
has a language to you, Every inſtanceof 
morta- 


8 [ 6 1 
mortality, efpecially in thoſe who ſtood in 
any near relation to us, teaches many uſe- 
ful leſſons: But when men of eminent cha- 
racer, of great importance, and extenſive 
uſefulneſs, are taken away, death has a 
louder voice — has more ſignificancy, and 
conveys ſome peculiar truths, LOBE. theſe, 
in the 


7 


* Place, It dah us, that, the ways 
of God are to us unſcarchable. 


Had we the diftribution of life and death 
in our own hands, no doubt, we ſhould or- 
der things, in a very different manner from 
what they are now. If we had. wiſdom 
and- goodneſs enough, now and then, to 
looſe the bands of relation and friendſhip, 
and moſt likely it would be but ſeldom, 
yet, to be ſure, we ſhould. be for ſparing 
al thoſe we apprehended moſt. uſeful to 
the public. The heads of young and nu- 
merous families, the men of public ſpirit, 
the active magiſtrate, the pious zealous mi- 
niſter, eſpecially the fathers of the churches, 
muſt never die, while we apprehended them 
capable of ſupporting life, or of living to 
any purpoſe; ; and in the room of theſe, we 


em be for ſending out of the way, the 
Nrlet⸗ 


171 

helpleſs and infirm, the idle and the vi- 
cious. This perhaps is the beſt view-of 
our management: And we ſhould have 
many reaſons to give for the wiſdom and 
utility of our plan. Lord, what a world 
ſhould we make! Turn earth into Heaven, 
where none but the wiſe and good are in- 
dured ! And why don't God do ſo? — Be- 
cauſe GOD is wiſer and better than we: 
And though we don't underſtand, how it is 
for the beſt, that wiſe and good men ſhould 
be taken from the world and church, in 
their full capacity for ſervice, and in the 
midſt of their moſt uſeful days, yet God 
underſtands it, and knows it is fo, or he 
would not do it. This is indeed only a re- 
ſigning thought; and it is enough. The 
ways of God muſt ſtill be unſearchable, 
though adored as wiſe and gracious. And 


(2.) The death of ſuch eminent and uſe- 
ful men tells us very plainly, that 
though God makes uſe of inſtru- 
ments, he depends on none, has nv 
need even of the beſt he ever em- 


ployed. 
In this both his govereignty and Alluffi- 
<iency appear, that, Hz can lay aſide his in- 
ſtruments, 


I 8] 
ſtruments, or can uſe them for his glory, 
either by life or by death. Indeed it is 
not to be wonder'd at, that God ſhould 
| ſometimes make us feel, as well as hear, 
1h this truth, by the awful ſtrokes of death. 
It̃t is his glory to be the ſupreme, the only 
object of our dependence: We are taught 
this in his word. But there is ſcarcely any 
| thing, in which we practically deny our 
principles more than in this. The glorious 
i things we expect from the ability, piety and 
I zeal of uſeful men; and the deplorable ap- 
a prehenſions we have for the world and the 
church when they are taken away; diſ- 
honour our God. What will become of 
the intereſts of God and religion in the riſing 
race of mankind !” might be the language 
of mourning, and miſtaken piety, upon the 
death of Abel. Miſtaken piety | — Does 
God depend. on Abel? —Can't he uſe the 
death of Abel for his glory? And make it 
| | ſpeak inſtruction to the laſt ſon 2 his father 
[ Adam? 
ö It is for this end God 8 mortal 
þ men in the miniſtry of the Goſpel, that, 
þ he may teach this truth, in the more af- 
fecting manner by their death. We have 
1 _ *this treaſure. in earthen veſſels, 1. e. com- 
| £ mitted 
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mitted to frail and dying men For what 
reaſon? that the excellency of the power 
may be,” may evidently appear to be, © of 
God and not of man.” For when God puts 
ſuch a treaſure into ſuch veſſels, that are fo 
eaſily broken, and, in fact, are fo often 
breaking, it is plain, 'tis not the veſſels, 
but power of 'God, that preſerves the trea- 
ſure. Theſe miniſters, who are entruſted 
with this important concern, of making the 
Goſpel known in the world, for the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners, are dying every day - Why 
does God let them die ?—Becauſe he has 
no dependence upon them; can do without 
them; can raiſe up others in their room. 
He therefore breaks one veſſel, and forms 
another, to make his Joveteigaty and al- 
ſufficiency appear. 


(3-) Such a death as that in the text, 
or, in general, of other eminently 
good. and uſeful | men, does in a pe- 


culiar, manner repreſent the evil of 
ſin. 


T hs Hisrozy, to which the text refers, 
cannot but immediately ſtrike you with this 
thought. Though God mercifully repriev'd 
the firſt offenders, from the preſent execu- 

C tion 
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10 J 
tion of the ſentence they had incurr'd, and 
gave them hopes of farther mercy in the 
promis'd Redeemer ; he thought it proper, 
not long to delay ſome inſtance of death in 
their family, that they might ſee his truth 
in his threatnings, and the dreadful evil. of 
fin thereby. And it ſeems the contrivance 
of Providence, in ſingling out ABEL for 
the inſtance, to repreſent both his Mercy, 
and his Juſtice, in the ſtrongeſt light; 
Mercy, in chuſing a good man, prepar'd 
to die; and Juſtice, awful Juſtice! that, the 
firſt monument of redeeming love that arrives 
in Heaven paſſes under the ſtroke: of death, 
that ſtanding mark of ths divine ane 
againſt ſin. E 

To point this aut; 5 to * Fa 
firvation of mankind, God has thought 
proper to grant no exemption (except in 
two inſtances) from this painful ſtroke, 
even to the moſt eminent characters, and 


the moſt uſeful lives. bas The ſons of God,” 


when ready to depart” for their Father's 
houſe, his moſt faithful ſervants, ready to 
« enter into the joy of their Lord,” even 
theſe, greatly as God honours and loves 
them, and glorious as is the ſtate to which 
he exalts them, ' muſt” firſt yield them- 
| _ ſelves 


_. 
We 


[ 1 ] 


ſelves into the hands of death; and thereby 
convince the world of fin. Yet 


(4+ ) Such events aſſure us, that, with 
reſpect to good men, the curſe, the 
ſting of death is taken away. 


Drarn in ſuch inſtances appears as a 
diſarm'd unterrifying enemy, if in any view 
an enemy; ſent to good men, not as the 
* king of terrors, but as a meſſenger of mer- 
cy. Sinners, indeed, unrenew'd and impe- 
nitent, fall under the ſtroke of death, as the 
penal ſentence of a broken law, and are 


| taken away in wrath; and you ſee by ex- 


perience, that to all outward appearance, 
© as dieth the fool, . ſinner, &« ſo dieth 
the-wiſe,” or good man: But death cannot 
be the ſame to both. For, if a curſe to all 
men, the death of good men would be 
doubly ſo; and the death of the beſt of 
men, be the greateſt curſe : But this can 


never be. We can never believe, that, a 


righteous God makes no difference “ be- 
tween them that ſerve him, and them that 
ſerve him not ;”- that, he rewards his moſt 
faithful ſervants, with curſing inſtead of 
bleſſing; or, that, death is the ſame unal- 
n curſe to men full of faith and of the 


C2 Holy 


| ( 2 J 

Holy Ghoſt,” as to harden'd finners : No; 
death itſelf here affords an argument againſt 
it's own terrors, and teaches us that there is 
ſome way in which, to good men, it be- 
comes ſtingleſs. And it is thus, CHRIST 
was made a curſe for us:“ i. e. ſuffer'd 
death as the penalty of ſin, and, thereby, 
has taken out the ſting of it, and given be- 
lievers victory over it; nay, more than 
victory over it, as an enemy; he has con- 
verted it into a bleſſing: They depart. in 
peace,” and © enter into the joy of their 
Lord.” For we may add > 2191 


(F.) That, ſuch inſtances of mortality, 
in the death of eminently good and 
uſeful men, afford the ſtrongeſt proof 
of a future ſtate. 


For as the Apoſtle obſerves, * if in this 
life only they had hope, the beſt of men 
would of all men be the moſt miſerable.” 
Upon this principle the unaſſiſted light of 
reaſon in the gentile world, diſcover'd the 
evidence of an exiſtence after death; and 
though our faith herein, does not reſt alone 
upon theſe moral arguments, it is yet a great 
advantage, we derive from the death of 


our friends, when we can improve the 
25 mournful 


wy 


41 } 


mournful event, to the aſſiſtance of our 
faith, in ſo comfortable a truth. No man 
can read the characters and hiſtory of this 
chapter of the Hebrews, but, if he believes 
there is a God, and that he cannot doubt, 
mult feel the evidence of a. future ſtate en- 
ter irreſiſtibly into his mind. Theſe all 
« died in the faith” of future bleſſedneſs — 
«© The world was not worthy of them ” — 
« God own'd himſelf their God ” — And 
he is not the God of the dead but of the 
« living.” And when we ſee the human 
mind thus advanc'd and improv'd by the 
Grace of God in them; fill'd with divine 
love; form'd, by holy converſe with God, 
to an eminent reſemblance of his moral 
perfections, to the higheſt ſentiments of 
benevolence, and capacity for active bleſ- 
ſedneſs, ſtill aſpiring towards God, and full 
of hope to be compleatly happy in the in- 
joyment of him; is it poſſible to imagine, 
that, they were form'd only for this im- 
perfect and ſorrowful ſtate of being, that 
this is the whole of them, and that they 
end in the grave! — "Tis impoflible ! The 
death of ſuch men proves them immortal— 
"Tis their birth into a better world. Yet 


once more on this head, 
(6.) When 


14 1 


"mw When God removes Melk faithful 
uſeful men from the world and 
church, though their death is a 
bleſſing to themſelves, it may, and 

. ought to be conſider'd, as ſpeaking 
the language of correction and re- 
reproof to us. 


Does God never correct the world thus? 
Undoubtedly he does. Men great in wick- 
edneſs are ſent into the world as a ſcourge 
Men great in goodneſs are remoy'd, in 
mercy to themſelves, in diſpleaſure with 
us. Do we never fin away our mercies? 
No. doubt we do; and it is the deſign of 
providence in removing them, to remind 
us of our ſin, and wound us for it. God 
complains of the ſtupidity of the Jews, 
that no man laid it to heart” when * the 
good man was taken away, nor conſider d, 
that the righteous man was taken away 
from the evil to come.” I am by no means 
diſpos'd to forbode evil things: May God 
be better to us than our fears! But, ſurely, 
the removal, not only of an excellent man, 
but of ſo public a bleſſing, as your late 
paſtor was, ought to awaken this, and all 
our churches, to a ſerious apprehenſion that 
c. | | God 
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God is humbling and rebuking us hereby. 
Having thus heard the . of = 
ou s death,,-let me - 


II. Remind you ou your duty! in pre- 
ſerving the remembrance of him, 
« though he is dead. —_ 


Lou ſee the text be n juſt founda- 
tion for this: demand upon you, fince it is 
obſerv'd of Abel, that he is yet ſpoken 
of, though dead” many thouſands of years. 
„ The memory of the: juſt. is bleſs'd; 
and, the righteous ſhall be had in ever- 
laſting. remembrance.” As a bleſſing upon 
their memory is here promis'd to good men, 
ſo the wiſe Author of our nature, has im- 


planted in our breaſts an high eſteem for 


this bleſſing, and a ſtrong deſire to poſleſs 
it. A mere ambition of fame, or popular 
applauſe, is, indeed, a mean principle, and, 
like all other principles that have an un- 
worthy object, often leads men to purſue it 


by the baſeſt means: But this is not the 
principle the Scriptures recommend, nar 


the bleſſing they promiſe to good men. 
The ambition of a truly Chriſtian breaſt, 
to be bleſs'd in the remembrance of poſte» 
rity, is only this — that, his memory may 
8 Bo *4 
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IE 
be a blefling, and outlive him in uſefulneſs 
to future generations. It is the ſame prin- 
ciple that while living engages him to pub- 
lic action; not merely to. be known and 
admir'd, but to be known and eſteem'd, 
that he may be uſeful. 40 

It may therefore be obſerv'd, that this 
principle is moſt prevalent in thoſe who are 
form'd by Providence, for diſtinguiſh'd ſta- 
tions and eminent ſervices to mankind. It 
is a greatneſs of mind, that, has an ambi- 
tion of doing good, to the end of the world 
and the end of time. And when from ſuch 
motives, the good man is excited to a ge- 
nerous activity for public good, there is no 
doubt but his memory will be bleſs'd- by 
poſterity, and be a bleſſing to it. God has 
promis'd it; And it ought to be regarded 
as a ſtanding teſtimony to the truth and 
faithfulneſs of God, that there is ſo re- 
markable an inclination in mankind, to pre- 
ſerve and reverence the memory of the wiſe 


and good, after they are gone. Memoirs of 


eminent characters are always coveted, and 
often greatly uſeful; It is therefore, the 
duty of thoſe who have. known the faith and 
piety of eminent perſons, to keep alive the 
remembrance of their character and graces, 
2 after 
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after they are gone from our world. The 
Apoſtle charges the believing Hebrews, to 
remember thoſe who had been their 
guides, and ſpoken to them the word of 
e the Lord.” And many important ends to 
the public intereſt, beſides the improve- 
ment of private characters, may be an{wer'd, 
when the churches ſuitably preſerve the 
memory of thoſe ſervants of God, who have 
been eminently uſeful among them. | 

Remember therefore YouR LATE 
WORTHY PASTOR. Let his memory 
long live with you: Let it be venerable 
and precious to you. Remember him with 
gratitude to God who gave you ſo bright a 
light to ſhine among you ; who ſupported 
him under many trials; continu'd him ſo 
long with you; and made him a bleſſing to 
you. Let your eſteem for his memory ap- 
pear in affectionate friendſhip to the ſurviv- 
ing branches of his afflicted FAMILY; But, 
above all, let it appear, in THAT, for which 
alone he would have wiſh'd to be remem- 
ber'd by you, viz. by the improvement of 
his paſt labours among you, and the imi- 
tation of the fair example he ſet before 
you. You will permit me; then, as I pro- 
pos'd, under the 


D III. Third 
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III. Third head, to give you ſome genetal 

view of his uſeful miniſtry and con- 

verſation among you; By which, 

though dead, he yet ee to 
you. . 


This is 1 a taſk I am very . 
to. I am perſuaded The DocToR's CHAs 
RACTER, both as a MINISTER" and A 
CHRISTIAN muſt ſuff:r in my hands: But 
as I aim, not at a panegyrick upon him, 
but at your edification alone, I hope, yon 
will faithfully improve your better © ac- 
quaintance with him, to aſſiſt the imper- 
fect hints, and mere n I ſhall offer 

to you. ** 

Remember cherefote the manner in which 
he diſcharg'd nis MINISTRY among you. 
It is indeed now clos'd : His tongue is now 
filent in the duſt, his ſoul employ'd in no- 
bler ſervices :. And you will ſee him here no 
more. But, as he preach'd and labour'd 
among you, for eternity, ſo, it becomes you, 
to review thoſe rich means his miniſtry af- 
forded you, to prepare for that important 
ſtate. And to this end, the following par- 
ticulars may aſſiſt your recolleQion.” 
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W .) It may be uſeful to you to remem- 

ber how he walk'd before you in 

the order and government of the 
houſe of God. ed 


Can you not recollect therein, his ſtrict 
regard. t to the inſtitutions and laws of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as containing the diſcipline and wor- 
ſhip of his houſe, as well as the faith of 
his diſciples? Let. this therefore, after his 
example, be an invariable maxim with you,. 
that, in what concerns the worſhip and 
communion of the chriſtian ſociety: amohg 
you, you have no law, no terms; no au- 
thority, but, that af CHRIST. 

Do you not alſo recolle& his watchful 
care to maintain the purity and honour of 
chriſtian communion among you ? He was 
watchful over you with a diligent, not, I 
dare ſay, a ſevere eye, that your conver- 
ſation might be ſuch as becometh the Goſ- 
pel: Let it be your care therefore to 
« adorn the Doctrine of God your Saviour 
in all things ;” in. your private characters, 
and in your relation as a chriſtian. ſociety. 
Ve are witneſſes,” and fo are many others 
of his love of peace, and how. much he fol- 
low d after it with all men, eſpecially in 

D 2 the 
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the houſe and family of © the God of peace.” 
Patient of the miſtakes, and candid to the 
infirmities of the weak; Diſtreſs'd for the 
blemiſhes of Chriſtians, rather than ſevere 
upon them, and compaſſionately ready to 
apologize, to heal every breach: Herein, 
he has ſet you an example how yon-ought 
to walk; And much of your honour and 
_ - happineſs, as a church, wall depend, under 
God, upon your a ; being. LEE winded” * 
herein. 


(2.) Rates the inſtructions you = 
receiv'd from him, and the holy 
faith he has n R d 


among you, | 


However the public miniſtry of the word 


may be lighted by a careleſs world, it is 
an important priyilege and means of im- 
provement; a talent for which we ſhall 
have a ſtrict account to give another day. 
Our Lord repreſents the ſerious confequences | 
that follow from the manner in which we 
hear the word of God, in a very ſtriking 
manner in the parable of the Sower : Tt 
becomes you, therefore, who have had * the 
incorruptible ſeed” diligently ſown among 


you, ſeriouſly to Is after the fruit it 
has 


( 21 ] 
has brought forth in you, and frequently to 
review the things you have heard, in order 
to farther. improvement by them. You 
have, indeed, happily learn'd to “ call no 
man Maſter. on earth, but to make. the 
word: of God the only foundation of your 
faith, and the rule of your duty; and by 
the miniſtry, of that ** man of God“ now 
remov'd from you, you have been 7 built 
upon the foundation of the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf the chief 
corner ſtone.” Upon this foundation ſteadi- 
ly remain, and derive every principle of 
faith, and all obligation upon conſcience, 
from thence. From this ſtore-houſe of the 
facred word, things new and old, have 
been furniſh'd out, for your edification in 
the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity. 
The rAiTH you have been taught, like 
that of Abel, and which his example re- 
commends to us, is the faith of a finner, 
in the ſalvation. of Jeſus Chriſt, | You! have 
been taught, your guilt and danger, as fin- 
ners. before God ; the hope and refuge the 
Goſpel fets-before you in Jeſus Chriſt ; the 


glories of his perſon, the characters of his 
mediation, the ſufferings he endur'd, and 


the righteouſneſs he wrought out for ſin- 
ners: 


22 ] 


ners: Vou have been taught alſo the doc- 
trines of his grace as well as his righteouſ- 
neſs; the work of his ſpirit in the applica- 
cation of his word, and the ſanctification 
of your ſouls by his truth. Remember like- 
wiſe THE WAY OF DUTY in which you 
have been inſtructed to walk; the life of 
« faith in the Son of God ;” the © life hid 
with Chriſt in God,” in the exerciſe and 
cultivation of a divine and heavenly temper 
of mind; & to deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
ly, and godly in the world.” You know 
theſe things And though, I can here men- 
tion them, only in this general manner, 
you have been fully inſtructed: therein: 
Happy will it be, if you walk agreeably to 
them ! It is to this end, you are to improve 
your paſtor's death, and hear him ſpeaking 
to you, thereby. And, while you recollect 
the great truths and duties, in which you 
have been inſtructed, remember alfa 


(3.) The happy and advantageous man- 
ner in which m have been taught 


to you. 


A ſcribe well inſtructed unto the King- 
dom of God; A wiſe maſter builder“ 
8 has 
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has labour'd among. The rich gifts and 
talents, God beſtow'd upon your paſtor, 
were your's, but, not merely or chiefly for 
your honour, but your profit in religion; 
It may, therefore, well be expected, that, 
you ſhould be * rooted and grounded in 
the faith; © be men in chriſtian know- 
ledge, and © the word of Chriſt be found 
to © dwell richly 1 in you in all ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding.” 

The commanding, earneſt, and powerful 
manner, in which the doctrines and duties 
of chriſtianity, have been preſs'd upon your 
conſciences, will naturally raiſe an expecta- 
tion, that you ſhould be ſolid and ſerious 
Chriſtians, not light or ſuperficial ones. 

It was the felicity of the excellent man 
we have now loſt, it was your felicity, ra- 
ther, that no man ever more thoroughly 
imbib'd the ſpirit of the Goſpel as © a doc- 
trine according to godlineſs,” or as he us'd 
frequently to call it —* A DIvINE DiIsci- 
PLINE TO FORM US TO A HEAVENLY 
TEMPER AND LIFE, or had a more forci- 
ble and convincing way of repreſenting 
this to the conſcience: You, therefore, of 
all men, would be moſt inexcuſable, if you 
< turn the grace of God into wantonneſs,” 

| 2 reſt 
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reſt ſecure in the mere profeſſion of divine 
truths, or haye not the ſpirit and temper 
of genuine believers. Let me alſo remind 


you: F 41 | 

( 4.) Of the affectionate diligence with 
which he has improv'd more private 
Wrede for your good. | 


2 


The encouragement he gave to ſerious 
chriſtians in their ſocieties for prayer by 
His frequent preſence, and the uſeful man- 
ner in which he conducted thoſe ſocieties, 
you. will, no doubt, long think of, with 
pleaſure, and gratitude, to his memory. It 
was a rich advantage, from which, much 
fruit may be expected to be ſeen. among 
you, both in the gifts and graces of the 
chriſtian character.. | 

Nor can you eaſily, or ſoon, forget his 
readineſs to carry the Goſpel to the cham- 
bers of the fick, and to the beds of the 
dying: You know with what amiable 
equality of mind, .he gave himſelf to the 
poor, as well as the rich, in thoſe circum- 
ſtances of affliction, Perhaps, many that 
now hear me, have upon their beds, or, in 
their chambers, been witnefles, how freely 
he has © imparted the Goſpel to them as 
: the 


* + = 


: f as 7 


the hope of dying ſinners; how he has 
pour'd out all his ſoul to God for them; 
what happy ſkill he had, in bringing out 
of the ſtores of Goſpel promiſes, “a word 
in ſeaſon” to the weary, to the tempted, to 
the afflicted mind; or, how cloſely he has 
ſearch'd, how ſolemnly he has warn'd the 
careleſs, ' or the backſlider, in thoſe ſerious 
moments. Let theſe advantages be im- 
prov'd by you to thankfulneſs; to a review 
of former awakenings, and of the vows of 
God upon you: And let ſuch an example 
of: “pure and undefiled religion, before 
God and our Father, in viſiting the father- 
leſs and widows in their affliction;” be care- 
fully follow'd. Once more, with reſpect 
to his en character, 3 re- 
mn, 0 Ins 


1 


eq doing good.” | 


Nansen then many * indiſ- 
Wy 1 under which he labour'd, and the 
large portion of his time and thoughts, that 
muſt be occupied. by the faithful diſcharge 
of his miniſtry among you, yqu know what 
care he had of other churches, | All the i in- 
tereſts of the Redeemer lay near his heart; , 

; EM E and 
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and he was truly ready * to ſpend and 
be ſpent,” where-ever any opportunity of 
uſefulneſs was open to him. Manychurches, 
far as well as near, are fellow-ſufferers with 
you, in your, in our common loſs. He had 
a peculiar care and tenderneſs for deſtitute 
congregations; and while he ſpar'd no en- 
deavours to have them ſuitably provided, 
he was ever ready to give them all preſent 
encouragement aud aſſiſtance in his power, 
by perſonal labours among them. Many 
miniſters, as well as churches, are much in- 
debted to the wiſdom, the prudence, the 
generoſity, the zeal, with which God en- 


dow'd him, and by the faithful employ- 


ment of which for the intereſts of our Lord 
Jeſus, he was a public bleſſing. For him 
to live was Chriſt :” Let this, therefore, be 
conſider'd, as bringing peculiar obligations 
upon you, to devote yourſelves, to the glory 
of God and the life of uſefulneſs. A man 
is nothing in Chriſtianity till ſomething. of 
this ſpirit, has poſſeſs'd his heart: And in 
You, who have not only been taught it by 
precept, but ſuch an example too, it may 
juſtly be expected, to appear with ſome 
eminence and diſtintion. This leads me 


to remind you alſo, as I propos 'd, 


— Of 


eo. 
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Of bis CHRISTIAN converſation, as 
well as public miniſtry among you: 
For by this alſo, * though. dead, he 
yet ſpeaketh” to you, and enforces his 
public inſtructions upon you. 


In ſpeaking of this, 1 ſhall be ſo far from 
attempting a full view of his many chriſtian 
grace, that, I ſhall only mention a few of 
the excellencies of his character, which were 
moſt obvious to view, for your i imitation. 


(1. ) Many of you, no doubt, well ions 
the ſtrict and invariable order with 
which he maintain'd the worſhip of 
God in his own family; in which 
reading the ſacred Otacles, was a 

conſtant and conſiderable part. 


In this reſpe& his houſe was truly 
4 4 Bethel, a houſe of God.” And I the 
rather mention this, becauſe, as it is the 
ſubject of too general complaint, that, this 
important duty is much neglected, even. by 
profeſſing chriſtians, ſo you have, no doubt, 
heard many ſerious exhortations from your 
paſtor on this head; and which his example 
no farther recommends to you. 
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(na.) You know how much he adorn'd 

the Goſpel he preach'd among you, 
by an unblameable and honourable 
.converſation before all men. 


You have- often heard, chriſtians, the 
obligations the Goſpel brings upon us, to 
the practice of all that is venerable- juſt, 
pure, lovely and of good report, and to 
every thing that is a virtue or prail e-worthy. 
Every buman and ſocial virtue is promoted 
by the ſpirit of the Goſpel; and this was 
eminently ſeen in the example of your 
paſtor. Be you” followers of him” herein, 
But | 


* 3. If any grace of the chriſtian cha- 
racter was ſtamp d deeper upon his 
ſoul than others, it was that of Be- 

nevolence, in every view of it. 

His humanity and friendly diſpoſition to- 

wards men as men, gain'd him the univer- 
ſal eſteem of all that knew him, and, there- 
by, did honour to our common chriſtianity. 
His heart and his hand, I am aſſur'd, were 
always open in every act of kindneſs and 
fympathizing charity, towards the diſtreſs'd. 
No man ever more cordially “ wept, with 


thoſe that wept, or rejoic d with thoſe who 
| rejoic'd ;* 
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rejoic d: It was eaſy to ſee his heart, ov 
thoſe occaſions of either j joy or ſorrow. ' He 
never appear d to act with fo much ſpirit, 
as when doing the moſt diſintereſted and 
generous things: The pleaſure of his heart, 
was his reward. There js great power in 
ſuch an example: It recommends itſelf : 
It appears at firſt view to be the ſpirit of 
Chriſt and his religion, and that in which 
the chriſtian, moſt of all, ' reſembles his 
heavenly Father. 


(A.) View him once more; as an amiable 
pattern of united _ and modera- 
tion, ' 4 


His attachment to evangelical ſentiments 
and the DocTRINEs of grace, appear'd to 
be very ſincere; and his zeal to ſupport 
them, wherever he had influence, was live- 
ly and active: But his mind was too great 
for any party, to be confin d by any hu- 
man ſyſtems, and his heart too good to 
judge others who differ'd. from him. In 
many inſtances, he ated with the greateſt | 
readineſs and zeal in the offices of friend- 
ſhip toward perſons whole ſentiments were 
different from his own: Not ſuffering greater 
3 than difference of ſentiments, not 
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1 en injuries receiv d, to abridge his liberty 
of doing good. Go” you, brethren, and 
do likewiſe.” To this end “ remember him 
that was lately over you in the Lord, who 
ſpoke to you the word of God, and follow 
his faith and converſation.” * I proceed 
now as I propos'd 
IV. To cloſe this diſcourſe by endea- 
vouring to enforce and recommend 
the improvement of this example 
by the preſent providence. 


It, ſurely, in this view, ought to be a 
_ conſideration of great weight with you, 
that this is the laſt and only advantage you 
can now receive from him. Once indeed 


* It may perhaps be thought ftrange intirely to paſs 
over in ſilence the Gen1vs and LITERARY Accou- 
PLISHMENTS of fo public, and reſpectable a character, 
as that of Dr. Woop. Had this laſt office of friendſhip 
been perform'd by a perſon equal to his character, no 
doubt, juſtice had been done to his memory, in this 
reſpect : But it did not appear to me a proper object 
to be propos'd to a ſociety of plain chriſtians for their 
imitation. They knew the diſtinguiſh'd abilities of their 
miniſter, ſo as to reverence, as well as love him, and 
to be thankful to God for ſo great a bleſſing beſtow'd 
upon them; and the univerſal eſteem in which the 
Doctor was held by the moſt reſpectable perſons that 

g knew him, is ſufficient evidence of his ſolid worth. 


1 
. 
M1 


22 
A * 
oo 


ESPESEEES- 


: = — +> 


you 


( 
” - - *-v : - 
* — — 7% 


570 
b 


—— — 
— 


L 33 3 
you had frequent opportunities of inſtruc... | 
tion and improvement by his heavenly dif- 
courſe and chriſtian temper ; but God has 
been pleas'd to put a final period to them : 
The only advantage therefore you can now 
ever receive from him is, to be excited by 
his death, to a diligent improvement of 
what you have heard, and ſeen in him. 
And if he was now to ſpeak to you, from 
the region of the dead, this is what he 
would deſire of vou, ROE he would "A 
upon you. | 
If you have reaſon to charge yourſelves 
with unprofitableneſs under his miniſtry 
while continued with you—And- who has 
not ſome reaſon for it? | his death has a 
louder, more awakening call, to redeem, as 
it were, the loſt opportunity, by calling to 
mind the things you have ſeen and heard. 
I am ſure the conſideration ought greatly 
to alarm thoſe, who have fat long under 
ſuch a miniſtry, and yet remain unrenew'd ; 
or have fallen from their ſtedfaſtneſs and 
livelineſs in religion. The death of faithful 
miniſters is certainly to be confider'd. by 
ſuch as an awful vifitation, and ſhould 
greatly rouſe and awaken them, to conſider 

the 
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the mercies they have enjoy 'd and fo much 
abus d. 
What adds to the falemnity of this thought 
is, that there is a day of account, in which, 
theſe advantages of the chriſtian miniſtry, 
will be reckon” d to us. Death brings that 
day; into near view; after death the Ju po- 
MEN'T.: Your: departed miniſter, though 
for ever remov'd from you, with .reſpe& to 
the day of Grace, will yet meet you again, 
and give his witneſs, for or againſt you, 
before the bar of Chriſt. He is now gone 
to give. an account of his ſtewardſhip: and 
miniſtry, and I doubt not, has given up 
that account. with Joy” with reſpect to him- 
ſelf. But what will his - agcount be with 
reſpe& to you? It is I am ſure, or ought 
to be, a very awakening thought. Doubt- 
leſs the moſt improving chriſtian has reaſon 
to be humbled in the view, and I fear 
many have reaſon to tremble. - But not to 
conclude with, {0 diſcouraging a thought, 
let me add, | 

That a ſaitable temper under the onde 
providence, and a due care to improve it, 
will give you encouragement to hope, that 
the Father of mercies and the great Head 

of the church will {till graciouſly (mile up- 
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on you, and bleſs you with * a paſtor after 
his own heart,” by whom, fed with know- 
ledge and underſtanding,” you may grow 
up to maturity for the Society of Heaven. 
There, with what joy will you meet your 
late paſtor before the throne of God! 
With what improv'd benevolence will his 
happy ſpirit receive you there !—either his 
People, or his Relatives !—One happy rela- 
tive, as we have reafon to hope, he finds 
unexpectedly arrived there juſt before him ! 
A BELOVED SISTER, the news of whoſe 
death reached his family ſince his departure. 
What a happy ſurprize to both! Finding 
each other newly arrived at their © father's 
houſe !” And may ſome diſtant day arrive, 
in which new ſurpriſe of joy ſhall fill his 
heart to meet there ſome of thoſe on whom 
ehe labour'd in vain,” who, by his death, 
or other means, as God ſhall pleaſe, ſhall 
be led to Chriſt and fitted for Heaven 
Amen, 
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E are now met together, to commit 

to the ground, the remains of an 
amiable man, an excellent miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, THE LaTE REVEREND DocToR 
SAMUEL Woop; to drop the tears of 
wounded friendſhip — the tears of an af- 
flicted family — the tears of a mournful 
church — the tears of many churches; into 
this awful grave. AweuL Grave indeed! 
It has ſeldom open'd it's devouring jaws, 
in a more alarming manner, than on this 
occaſion : Yet, bleſſed be God ! the alarm 
it gives admits of conſolation, and, if ſuit- 
ably reflected upon, may afford inſtruction 
and improvement. 
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It is indeed a gloomy region, that of 
the peAD ; the dreaty abode of many paſt 
generations, at leaſt the broken fragments 
of them. Here, and there; the mouldering 
bones, the ſcatter'd duſt, or putrid maſs that 
once compos'd the ſtrong and active limbs, 
the beautiful, the beloved form; the ruins 
of ſtately edifices now demoliſh'd ! It could 
not fail to give us ſore diſtreſs, were we 
diſintereſted ſpeRators of ſuch awful ſcenes. 
But conſcious of our own mortality, we 
ſhudder upon the verge of the grave, and 
approach it with a reluctance, ominous of 
our diffolution. And when we view. it in 
ſo near a relation, as the habitation of ſome 
of our deareſt friends, and neareſt relatives, 
or, with renew'd ſorrow, depoſite the re- 
mains of others of them, in it's dark apart- 
ments, it is not to be wonder'd at, that the 
firſt im preffion of theſe horrors, ſhould diſtreſs 
and unnerve us, before the aids of Reaſon, 8 
the cordials of Religion come to our relief : 
eſpecially, when many times, the fad re- 
verſe in families occafion'd by death, per- 
petuates the pain through a long ſucceſſion 


of months and years. 
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But theſe: domeſtic ſorrows are not the 
whole of death.: Not ſatisfied with the tri- 
bute of private grief, He, ſometimes, by a 
ſingle ſtroke, makes a multitude of wounds, 
and extorts a larger revenue of groans and 
tears from various and diſtant quarters. 
Such is the blow by which he brought 
THIS GREAT MAN to the duſt! In whoſe. 
death, the private loſs of his family, though 
very great, is, in a manner, ſwallow'd/,up 
by the greater loſs of the public. O DRATH 
thou haſt robb'd the World; Friendſhip 
ties bleeding under thy hand; Thou haſt 
orphan'd many chriſtians ; darken'd an emi- 
nent Light in Iſrael; wounded all our 
churches. HERE thou haſt ſurely enough 
to ſatisfy thy rapacity, when we ſurrender 
to thee, ſuch a TREASURE of humanity as 
THIS. But, though, thou haſt wounded 
us, know this, O Death! thou haſt not 
CONQUER'D us. No! even at the grave, 
we triumph over thee, by refignation to 
Him, whoſe ſervant thou art. Yes, we 
know this“ KING or TERRoRs,” is but 
the meſſenger of the great Lorp or 
ALL ;” and that, when we ſurrender into 
the hands of death our chriſtian friends, 
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and relatives, 'we reſign them back to him; 
whoſe property they are; who lent them to 
us, only for a while; and to whoſe fove- 
reign will, as always wiſe, and gracious 
too, it becomes us quietly to ſubmit. © Be 
STILL and know that I A GOD.“ 

And it is a farther: argument of conſola- 
tion, that the dead are, not loſt — not de- 
ſtroy d — but, remov'd into another ſtate; 
and, with reſpect to ſincere chriſtians, a ſtate 
infinitely to their advantage: To pIE 18 
Gain.” To a Sour large and extenſive 
as THAT Which lately inhabited theſe ves 


nerable remains, tis a happy releaſe. Un- 


fetter'd, unconfin'd in the world of ſpirits ! 
how all it's powers expand in the exerciſe 
of larger benevolence, to receive larger con- 
tents of light and glory, and fill up a ſphere, 


ſuch as the orbs of Heaven move in! For 


as the whole family in Heaven and Earth” 
is but one, (we, the infant, the minor 
branches of that family, thoſe above, the 
more mature members of it) ſo, when the 
faithful ſervants of God are remov'd from 
earth, they are only advanc'd to the higher 


offices of their Father's houſe; from being 


ſtewards in theſe © outward courts,” to be- 
come 


1 


come miniſters of ſtate around © the throne 
of his glory: Their removal is the end of 
their ſufferings, and the reward of their la- 
bours. And if the capacity, the zeal, with 
which they ſerv'd the cauſe of God and the 
Redeemer, here on earth, make us“ weep 
for ourſelves and our children, when they 
are remov'd, yet, methinks, we are ho- 
nour'd in their advancement, and may ra- 
ther, join in the congratulations of Heaven, 
when they „enter into the Joy or THEIR 
Lok.“ | 

Into that Jo, we e hope ſhortly to lids: 
admittance granted to us! And is not this 
a balm, healing to all the wounds death 
CAN make in the heart of a chriſtian! In 
the firſt paſſionate ſallies of. grief we are 
ready perhaps to ſay, adieu — once more 
adieu ;” as though we had loſt them for 
ever, and ſhould ſee them no more: But 
what is it we bid a farewell to? To a life- 
leſs corpſe—But is this the Man, the Friend, 
the Chriſtian, the Miniſter we lately fo 
much admir'd and lov'd? — No: That in- 
telligent, that benevolent mind, that evan- 
geliz'd ſpirit, envoy from Jeſus to us, is 
now reſident in his preſence; in His pre- 
| ſence, 
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ſence, with whom, if we are chriſtians, 
we even now have a daily intercourſe, by 
faith and prayer, and have only to get ready, 
and there we meet again: Not for a tran- 
ſient viſit, but an everlaſting ſociety with 
all the inhabitants of Heaven. i 
A thought exceeding conſolatory, and 
very inſtructive! For, as the grand relief 
of our minds, under the death of our friends, 
is, the view of heavenly bleſſedneſs, ſo, 
the great improvement we ſhould make of 
ſuch afflictive providences, is, to quicken 
our preparation for that glorious and happy 
ſtate. The wiſe and the good are all aſ- 
cending upward; What then have we 
here? Look up — get ready — and follow 
them to glory. Every. death has a moni- 
tory voice — © Be ye alſo ready —But, 
when ſouls of richer maturity in knowledge 
and grace, depart for Heaven, it has a 
kinder, and more powerful attraction, to 
draw us Heaven-ward : So, at leaſt, it ought 
to have. It is, indeed! in one view, a pain- 
ful loſs, to be depriv'd of their delightful 
company, their example, inſtruction, and 
aſſiſtance, in our way, through life: But in 
another view, even their death may be our 

gain, 
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gains It brings their example and * their 
ways in Chriſt” into view, with the moſt 
powerful enforcement and recommenda- 
tion. Let the death of this valuable man 
be-thus-improv'd by us. O chriſtians! let 
not death rob us of all | Recover ſomething 
out of theſe ſpoils he has made upon us. 
Let his relatives —let the people of his 
charge—let his brethren in the ſacred office 
hear and receive this admonition ; left, to 
all paſt unprofitableneſs, we be found to 
add the fin, or Nor IMPROVING SUCH. 
A DEATH. | 


[ Here the corpſe was committed to the 
ground, and what follows, ſpoken at 

the grave.] 1 50 

It is the ſentence of Him, © whoſe 
counſel muſt ſtand, and who will do all his 
pleaſure: « Duſt thou art, and unto, duſt 
thou ſhalt return.” As therefore it hath 
pleas d God in infinite wiſdom, and, we 
believe, goodneſs too, to call to himſelf the 
ſoul of our dear brother here departed, we, 
with humble ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign 
will, have committed his body to the 
ground — Earth to earth, aſhes to aſhes, 
---- duſt 


11 
duſt to duſt For · fo Father i it hath ſeam 4 
good in thy fight.” | 
And it greatly relieves the Ach of We 
grave, and afliſts our reſignation to the will 
of our heayenly Father herein, when we 
recollect, that the body of JIxsus, the Son 
of God,” once lodg'd in the grave; and 
thereby ſanCtified it as the reſting place, for 
the duſt of ** thoſe who ſleep in him.” 
Pacifying thought! How willingly ſhould 
we be conform'd to Chriſt in his death, 
with a believing hope of 'being conform'd 
to him alſo in “ the likeneſs of his reſur- 
re&tion !* For as © he died for our fins, fo 
he roſe again for our juſtification,” and as 
the earneſt of our reſurrection unto life. 
« He, wha was” thus once * dead, but 
now lives — liyes for evermore — has ac- 
uir'd dominion over death and the grave — 
« holds the keys of the ynſeen world; o 
and in the exerciſe of that ſovereign do- 
minion, uſes the grave as his repoſitory, 
where he lays up the mortal remains of his 
ſervants, till he calls them forth to res 
new'd life, and a glorious immortality. 
Glorious immortality ! when © by the 


working of that almighty power, which is 
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able to ſubdue eyen all things to himſelf,” 
theſe ** bodies of humiliation, ſhall be 
faſhion'd like unto his own glorious body.” 
In that * day of redemption,” this * laſt 
enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and death be 
ſwallow'd up in Victory,” Here reſt 
then, beloved, venerable duſt — reſt under 
the FRIENDLY ſhades of death, till the 
dawning of that GLorIous DAx. 

Notwithſtanding, as the chearing beams 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs thus diſpel 
the glooms of mortality, and open for us 
ſuch a delightful proſpe& into the world to 
come, let us lift up our hearts to © the 
throne of grace” in the language of px Arse, - 
for ſuch diyine conſolation; and in the 
language of humble pRA VRR, that each of 
us, in our dying moments, N enjoy theſe 
lively hopes. CE 


THE END, 
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